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1976). More recently, rat tissues received from the USSR, but originating
in Czechoslovakia, were found to contain poxvirus The animals from
which the tissues were obtained had a clinically mapparent poxvirus infec-
tion (Kraft et al, 1982) Whether these reports concerned the same or dif-
ferent viruses is unknown.

Agent

Poxvirus (or perhaps more than one virus). Possibly a virus of wild
rodents, Turkmema rodent poxvirus, that is related to cowpox virus but that
is distinctly different from mousepox virus (Marennikova et al , 1978a).
The strain isolated from rats in the USSR was designated 012-Moscow 73
(Krikun, 1977; Marennikova et al, 1978b; Kraft et al, 1982)

Hosts

Laboratory rats and wild rodents, Felidae (zoo animals fed infected rats),
and humans (Marennikova and Shelukhma, 1976, Marennikova et al, 1978b)
Laboratory mice are highly susceptible to experimental infection (Majboroda
and Lobanova, 1980, Majboroda et al., 1980).

Of 40 personnel exposed to infected rats, four became ill. Symptoms
included headache, fatigue, cough, rhinitis, tickling in the throat, and diges-
tive upset. Two of the four had a rash on the head, shoulders, knees, and
back of the hands (Marennikova et al, 1978b)

Epizootwlogy

Infections in rats have been reported only in animals from the USSR and
Eastern Europe. Wild rodents might serve as reservoir hosts in the USSR.
Outbreaks of disease in the USSR were explosive, possibly associated with
the entry of wild rodents into animal facilities.

Clinical

Infection can be mapparent (Kraft et al, 1982) or occur as an epizootic
with 50% mortality (Marennikova and Shelukhma, 1976, Marennikova et
al., 1978b). Disease in rats dunng epizootics occurred in three forms1
pulmonary, dermal, and mixed pulmonary and dermal

a.    Pulmonary form    Rats became anorexic, extremely dyspneic, and
moribund, with death occurring uniformly by the third or fourth day of
clinical signs.

b.   Dermal form   Relatively mild. Partial anorexia, papular rash on tail,
paws, and muzzle, with transition to dry crusts in 1-2 days; sometimes
partial amputation of the tail and possibly also the paws, and deaths occurring
rarely